JAMESTOWN COMMUNITY COLLEGE
State University of New York
Instructor Course Syllabus
FALL 2019
Course Abbreviation & Number:  ECO 1530
Course Title: Contemporary Economic Problems
Course Instructor: Cathie Nason
	Contact Information:

Phone: 716-699-2316
Email: cnason@eville.wnyric.org
Office Location: 103

	Office Hours:  M-F 10:33-11:45
                           Other meeting times gladly 

                           accommodated by appointment


Required Text: The Economics of Public Issues, Miller, Benjamin, North, 19th Edition, 2016, 2014, 2012, Pearson. 


 ISBN: 978-0134018973.
Course Description:  Students will analyze current economic problems while critically evaluating solutions to these problems.  Students integrate basic economic concepts and terminology to problems surrounding such issues as the environment, distribution of resources, health care, crime, market power, poverty, discrimination, government price controls, and international trade.  (Not a substitute for ECO 2610 or ECO 2620.)
Course Student Learning Outcomes:


Students who demonstrate understanding can:
1.) Develop an economic perspective, while applying some of the basic concepts, graphs, and terminology of economics to contemporary topics.
2.) Generate different options to deal with various social, economic, and global problems, and further analyze the implications of the suggested solutions to those problems.

3.) Analyze ethical dilemmas raised by economic issues, explore how personal values impact viewpoints, and consider diverse perspectives as they relate to the discipline of economics.

4.) Understand the methods social scientists use to explore social phenomena, including observation, hypothesis development, measurement and data collection, experimentation, evaluation of evidence, and employment of mathematical analysis. 
5.) Knowledge of major concepts, models and issues of at least one discipline in the social sciences: economics.

Course topic outline and schedule - Subject to Change!
	Date
	Topic
	Chapter

	September 5
	Syllabus; Introduction
	

	September 6
	Death by Bureaucrat
	1

	September 10
	Flying the Friendly Skies?
	3

	September 12
	The Mystery of Wealth
	4

	September 17
	The Economics of Exclusion
	5

	September 20
	Sex, Booze & Drugs
	6

	September 25
	The Economics of Obesity
	7

	September 30
	Kidneys for Sale
	8

	October 7
	Presentations
	

	October 14
	Are We Running Out of Water?
	9

	October 17
	Bankrupt Landlords, from Sea to Shining Sea
	10

	October 21
	(Why) Are Women Paid Less?
	12

	October 24
	The Effects of Minimum Wage
	13

	October 29
	The (Dis)incentives of Higher Taxes
	14

	November 4
	Contracts, Combinations, and Conspiracies
	16

	November 7
	Coffee, Tea, or Tuition-Free?
	17

	November 12
	Review & Catch Up
	

	November 20
	Presentations
	

	November 27-29
	Thanksgiving Recess
	

	December 2
	Health Insurance for All … Or Maybe Not
	19

	December 5
	The Deception of Green Energy
	20

	December 10
	What to Do About the Climate?
	25

	December 13
	The Fight over Genetically Modified Food
	21

	December 17
	Ethanol Madness
	27

	Dec 23-Jan 3
	Winter Recess
	

	January 6
	The Graying of America
	23

	January 9
	Globalization and the Wealth of America
	30

	January 13
	Review & Catch Up
	

	January 17
	Presentations
	

	
	
	


Course Grading Policy

· Economic Analysis and Presentation—65% of Final Grade

· Each student will research an economic topic of their choice.  Students will work independently.  Students will submit a paper (approximately 3 pages) and present the topic to the class (approximately 15 minutes).

· Homework Assignments—20% of Final Grade

· Homework assignments will be announced in class and on Schoology.  All materials that students submit for a grade must be typed, well organized, and submitted in Schoology.  We will review homework in class, so please bring a copy of your assignment to class so you are prepared to participate in discussion.  

· There may be occasional graded quizzes in order for me to gauge the class’ understanding of various topics and to ensure students are reading assigned chapters.
· Class Participation—10% of Final Grade

· Students are expected to read assigned chapters and come to class prepared to participate in thoughtful discussion.

· Students are expected to participate in class as active participation will make the class more interesting and enjoyable—by participating in class discussions, students not only contribute to the learning process, but have a better vested interest in the overall experience.  Please see additional information regarding class participation under Other Course Policies.
· Grade Structure:

A (91-100), B+ (87-90), B (81-86), C+ (77-80), C (71-76), D+ (67-70), D(61-66), F (60 or below)

Economic Analysis and Presentation

Each student will complete an economic analysis of a current affairs issue that is of particular interest to him or her.  You will analyze the issue using the concepts discussed in class and in the book.  Students will be asked to present multiple perspectives of the issue and use critical thinking skills to offer a possible solution/strategy.  Students will work independently
*A written analysis (approximately 3 pages) must be submitted electronically by the predetermined presentation date.   Papers must demonstrate sufficient research and cite sources.

*Students will deliver a 15 minute presentation to the class.  Presentation style counts!  Feel free to be creative and deliver an interactive presentation.  Students are encouraged to make use of proper attire, visual aids, handouts and other methods of engaging the class.

*The topic must be selected and discussed with the instructor at least 2 weeks prior to the presentation date.

Other Course Policies
· Communication Policy:  School email or Schoology can be used to communicate with me and I will send messages via these technologies also.  This is a business course.  All emails, homework assignments and other communications must be written in a professional tone with proper grammar and punctuation.  There is no quicker way to discredit yourself in a business setting that to write a bad email.  

· Attendance Policy: Attendance is very important and will have a direct impact on your course grade and overall learning experience.  If you are unable to attend class, please contact me in advance by email.  You will be responsible for getting notes, handouts, assignments, and announcements from a classmate or from Schoology.  

· Class Participation: All students are expected to be active participants in the learning process.  I understand that not all students are comfortable speaking up in class.  Class participation includes asking/answering questions in class, as well as your overall engagement during class time.  If you’re present in class but staring at your phone, whispering to classmates, daydreaming or otherwise looking miserable, you will send a sign to me that education is not important to you.  Other things that count toward class participation: seeing me during office hours, sending me current event articles that are relevant to the class (and discussing them with me!), overall demonstrating that you want to be part of this class. 

· Late Assignment Policy:  Course assignments are due electronically by 11:59pm the night before class, even if you are excused from class.  Assignments that are turned in late will have grades reduced by 10% for each day (24-hour period) that they are late.  
· Schoology Use Policy:  Students are expected to use Schoology for this course.  Schoology will be used for posting and submitting assignments, chapter quizzes, supplemental course content, study guides and for overall communication.  
· Expectations of Students:  
· Students are expected to come to class with a positive attitude and a willingness to learn.  

· The use of cell phones during class is not permitted.  Texting or other cell phone activity during class is   a distraction to you, the other students, and the instructor.

· Civility Statement (http://www.sunyjcc.edu/current/classroomcivility)

· Student Responsibility Statement (http://www.sunyjcc.edu/academics/student-responsibility)

· Academic Integrity (http://www.sunyjcc.edu/faculty-staff/academic-integrity) 

· Disability/Special Services

· Any student who requires accommodations to complete the requirements and expectations of this course because of a disability should make his or her needs known to Mrs. Connie Poulin. 

· Academic Dishonesty/Plagiarism Policy:  Academic dishonesty and plagiarism of any kind will not be tolerated and may result in a failing grade for the course.   

· If there are any changes to this syllabus regarding due dates, assignments, or any other policies, students will be notified in class and through email communication through Schoology.
Tips for Student Success

The successful student will:

· Come to each class, or make arrangements to get notes and assignments when excused from class.

· Take notes during lectures and actively participate during class by asking questions or providing examples of your own experiences relating to the discussion topic.  

· Complete homework assignments and turn them in on time.

· Ask the instructor questions during class or during office hours if anything is unclear.  This includes questions about course content, assignments, or classroom policies.

